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0 F all Kinds of Poetry 8 Didaſcalic is the — 
— moſt valuable, if aiming at the Good of Man-. 
kind be what juſtly entitles am Thing to that Cha- 
 radter. The deſcriptive Kind is like a fie Land- 
Kip, where you meet with two or three principal 
Figures; the reſt is all Rocks, Rivulets, hanging 
Woods and verdant Lawns, amuſmg to the Eye, 
ſbewing the J. nw of the Painter, but carrying little 
Inſtruction al ong with.it. But the Didaſcalic is 
= a curious Piece of Hiſtory. Painting, where evo. 
ry Figure muſt be highly wrought, every Paſſion 
ſtrongly repreſented, all contributing in their ſeve- 
ral Degrees to expreſs the main Deſign, in ſhort, 
it muſt be a fimſb'd Piece. - 

That this is a very difficult Work may be collacled 
from the ſmall Number of thoſe Poets who have e- 
ver attempted it. In the early Ages of the Greci- 
ans, I remember none who have wrote any Thing in 
this M. 9 but old Heſiod, Aratus, and Nicander; 
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| 2G BASH ES. Reed? 
for Dionyſius the Periegetic, and * Oppian liv'd 
© not "till the Time of the Roman Emperours. He- 
ſiod's Works and Days zs the only Piece remaining 
| hat is allow'd to be genuine without Diſpute ; but 
_byVirgil's, and eſpecially Manilius's Compliments ö 
| 1800 him, tis highly pr e others, and | 


2 


perhaps more valuable ones, tho Quintilian allows 

him the Palma in illo medio genere dicendi 

only, and Le Fevre is much more bard upon him, 

tyben he makes him little better than an Almanack 4.1 
Mater, and bis Work a mean Performance. Pa- + 

F rerculus and Plutarch ſet him next to Homer, as = 

well in the Value of his Works, as in the Pe. 

riod of his Age, /ays Mr. Kennet, but perhaps 

| bat may be the other Extream. Aratus wrote 4 

lf Poem, in two Books, which he calls the Phæno- 

= mena, and Dioſemeia, the ane Aſtronomical, giv- 

| ing an Account of the Situation and the Affe. 

ction of the Heavenly Bodies, the other A- 


{trological, ſhewing the particular Influences, 


"MEN ariſing from their various Diſpoſitions and Re- 1 


Ageſilaus, Oppiar's Father, was a Man of great Learning and Merit, as well as 
Wealth and Power, in the City of Anazarbus in Cilicia, where he liv'd: Severus mak- 
ing a Progreſs, came to that Town, and Ageſilaus being not at the Proceſſion to meet 
the Emperour at his Entrance, probably on the Account of his Age and Infirmities, 


that Prince, to puniſh. him for ſo heinous a Crime, baniſn'd the poor old Man to Malta. | I | 

' - Oppian, to amuſe his Father under his Misfortune, took to writing of Poetry, and = 
afrerwards dedicated his Halieutics to. the Emperour's Son. The Emperour was fo 7 
pleas'd with the Poem that he order'd him a Piece of Gold for each Line, and offer d WL 


him any other Favour he wou' d aſk, The firſt Part of the Story is not at all wonder- 
ful, but I muſt confeſs the laſt Part is a little ſurprizing. 
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lations Tully commends him for his Verſifica- 

tion, and Quintilian ſays he has fully anſwer'd his = 

Argument, which put together bo d make up a 

pretty good Character. 45 to Nicander, Voſſius 
Places * amongſt his Greek Hiſtorians, but al. 
lows him to have been egregius Grammaticus, Po- 
eta & Medicus. His ſurviving Works are, hom. 
ever, only Foetry upon Poiſons, and the Methods = 
Cure for them. Of the two later Greek Poets, Di. 
onyſius and Oppian, the one wrote 4 Survey of the 
+| World, and the other Cynegetics and Halieutics, 
= Þ in both which *tis certain there are very fine Parts, 
bowever Judgments may differ about them. 
Among ſt the Romans, Lucretius and Manilius 
may juſtly be ſaid to be the chief of the Didaſcalic | 
Poets: They both wrote with all the Fire of their 

Touth about em, for neither of them Iiv'd to be old. 

j T have always fancy'd Manilius imitated Lucre- 
tivs in his Manner, the Beginning of his Books 
being pretty much in the ſame Way, "beſides that he 
bes no Occaſion of launc hing ot into Deſeripti- 
2 and is florid to a Fault. He bas likewiſe 
ame Reflections on the Follies of Men, fo very 
much of a Piece with what you mect with in the 
fifth Book. of Lucretius, that one would almoſt 

think them taken from thence. In general it may 


723 duns 1 & the Greek Poets. + The Beginning of the fourth Book. 


PREFACE. 


be faid' they art both very noble Poems, tho 3. 
Manilins ig, far from being finiſÞ/d, as it might 
„ F the Author bad lod. What Er- 
Fours are to be found in the Philoſophy of the 
l one, and the Aſtronomy of the other, are owing 
1 perhaps as much to the Age of the World at that 
| Time, as their own, and Laber Beauties may in 
| ö Jome Meaſure attone for their Faults. 
| - Virgil's Georgics are in the Vue ond. tho 
| the Subjects are of leſs Dignity, and I don't know 


= bother I might not likewiſe add Ovid, on the Ac- 
count of his Faſti, the moſt correct of all bis Works: 
| Gratius tao, about the ſame Time, wrote his Cy- 
1 negetics, tohich are very juſtly eſtcem d. 
* Anon g ſt the Moderns, Fracaſtorius's Syphilis 
| Quiller s Callipzdia and Vida's Art of Poetry are 
the beſt Poems of this Sort; Rapin of Gardens and 
Vanier's Prædium Ruſticum are not without their 
Merit, but much inferior to the others. In our own 
Language too tre have ſome Poems of this inſtructive 
Kind: The Eſſays on Poetry, Tranflated Verſe 
{| and Criticiſm are fine Inſtances of the Worth and 
=: Excellency of this Manner of writing, to which may 
| | by wha truly apply d what Dr.Young ſays of Satyr, 


Heroes and Gods make other Poems fine. 
: _ Plain Satyr calls for Senfe in every Line* : 
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PREFACE. 
The Strength of juſt Obſervations convey'd in ſmooth 
and flowing Numbers, has u prevailing Influence, 
inſinuates itſelf into the Mind almoſt imperceptibly,. 
and maltes a more laſting Impreſſion there than one 
would eafily imagine. Tis true theſe Subjects are 
purely Critical, and ſo of leſs Conſequence to Man- 
Lind in general, but yet, poliſhing the Underſtand- 
ing. improving. the Judgment, and regulating the 
Taſte, are far from being Things indifferent to the 
World, ſince they tend not a little to the ſbaming 
out of it, that Ruſticity and Barbariſm, thoſe Hal. 
lies and Aﬀefations, in one Word, all that Little- 
neſs f Mind which is ſo effectual a Bar in the yr 
of generous and noble Undertakings. But we re ne 


had of late an undeniable Proof that the fineſt and x 
moſt uſeful Sort of Philoſopby, which conſiſts 1 inthe | 
Knowledge of ourſelves, may be convey'd+in Such. 1 
clear, ſtrong, eaſy and affecting Strains, at the Jame 
Time convincing and captroating the Underſtanding, - 
that there remains no Doubt but that Poetry in the 
Hands of a great Genius may be made as beneficial as 
ever it has been entertaining to Mankind. The latter 
Effectts indeed what has been generally moſt aim'd at 
| as it is compaſs'd with leſs. Difficulty to the Writer, + 
1 and meets with a more univerſal Reception among 
11 the common Sort of Readers. . Imagery, fine Co. 


\ | 5 . I in turbam nec — carmina condam. Manil. L. II. 
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ouring and bright Antitheſes often diſguiſe the Want 


of Juſtneſs and Force, and by pleaſmg the Imagina- 
tion, do, as it were, ſteal away from the Judgment, 


or ſometimes impoſe upon it, as Shadows paſs for 


Subſtances with weak, diſtemper d or fanciful Men. 


The Os magna ſonaturum of Horace would - 


* make one almoſt think the Muſe muſt never appear 


deithout ber Buskins, and that all Simplicity of Ex- 
preſſion were to be totally baniſb d — of Pentical 
Writings. *Tis true the Epic Poem, the Ode and 
the Tra ay very often require, and conſequently 
juſtißj the Uſe of elevated Language, as it may be 


more ſuitable to the Greatneſs of the Subjects, and 


better fitted to raiſe the ſeveral Paſſions they are de- 
fign'd to work upon. But where the Appeal lies 
only to the L. nderftandrng, felF eoudent Truths, na- 
turally and beautifully expreſsd, can never fail of 


the Approbation of a found Head and a good Taſte: 


And even Horace himſelf, as elevated — great 4 
Foet as he muſt be allow'd to be in his Odes, appears 


to much more Advantage in his Sermones and E- 


piſtles, where, as. my Lord Roſcommon obſerves: 
on. another Occaſion, 


Fancy labours leſs, but 1 more. 
Fir John Denham's Cooper's Hill has met 


5 with _— Applauſe, tho' its Subjeft ſeems 7a. 
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ther deſcriptive than inſtrufting ; but *tis not the 
Hill, the River, nor the Stag Chace, *tis the good 
Senſe and the fine Refledtions ſo frequently inter- 
ſpers'd, and as it were interwoven with the reſt, 
that gives it the Value, andwill make it, as was faid 
of true Wit, everlaſting like the Sun. 


The late Mr. Prior's Solomon ſeems to have coſk 


him much Time and Pains, and was, J believe, his 
favourite Performance: He is in ſome Doubt whe- 
ther to call it a Didaſcalic or Heroic Poem. It 
has indeed ſomething of both, and yet flrialy ſpeak- 
ing, is perfetHy neither: It has not Fable, ' Macki 
nery nor V ariety enough to be an Heroic, Poem, and 
it is too diffuſroe. and luxuriant in the Style, too flo- 
rid and full of Deſcriptions to be of the Didaſca- 
lic Sort. In general it may be juſtly ſaid to be à ve. 
ry fine Piece; tho I muſt confeſs 1 cannot help giving 
the Preference to his Alma, in which the Deſign is 
more cloſely purſued, carried on with more it. 
and never loſes your Attention 
Upon the whole, what Mr. Dryden has ſaid in 
the Preface to his Religio Laici, is, I think, very 
true. © The Expreſſions of a Poem, delig gu d 
purely for Inſtruction, ought to be plain s and 
* natural, and yet majeſtic: For here the Poet 
* preſum d to be a Kind of Lawgiver, and 
* thoſe three S which I have nam'd 
* are 


Ln 


e RK, 
are proper to the legiſlative Style. The flo- 
rid, elevated and figurative Way, is for the 
'« Paſſions; for Love and Hatred, Fear and An- 
* ger are begotten in the Soul by ſhewing their 
Objects out of their true Proportion; either 
l | greater than the Life or leſs; but Inſtruction 
is to be given by ſhewing them what they 
193 naturally are. A Man is to be cheated into 
* Paſſion, but to be reaſon d into Truth.” - 
he following ſhort Piece may be perhaps a little 
too pompouſly introduc'd by the foregoing Obſerva- 
tions; all T fhall:ſay for it is, I endeavaur'd to fol. 
lom Mr. Dryden's Rules: How far I have ſucceed- 
ti . ed, I can be no proper Fudge myſelf. But whate- 
der maybe ſaid of the Foetry, and about that, I am 
i" Very indifferent; the Sentiments muſt ſurely be al- 
1% Jow'd to be juſt and good; and 1 am intirely of 
FF Mr. Prior's Opinion: © 1 had rather be thought 
| e a a good Engliſhman, (wbich is but another Word 
# for an honeſt Man,) © than the beſt Poet or 
[| .* greateſt Scholar that ever wrote. 
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A: 
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| CL bo ks an 
F 
| Leaſure but cheats us with an empty | 
Still ſeems to vary, yet is {till the 
ſame; | ff 


Amuſement's all its utmoſt Skill can boaſt, 
By Uſe it leſſens, and in Thought is loſt. 
N . The 


"Cn 
The Youth that riots and the Age that hoards, 


Folly that ſacrifices Things to Words; 
Pride, Wit, and Beauty in. one Taſte. agree, 


mY 


[Tis ſenſual, or tis mental Luxury. 

Sad State of Nature, doom ' q; to fruitleſs Pain, 
Something to wiſh and want; but never gain: 
Reſtleſs we live, and: diſappointed die, 


Unhappy, tho' we know not how nor why. 


Reaſon, perhaps may lend her gen rous Aid; 
Reaſon, which never: yet her Truſt betray id: 
Let her direct us in the doubtful Strife, 
Let her- conduct us thro” the Maze of Life. 
| Is human Reaſon then from Weakneſs free 90 
Partakes- ſhe not of our Infirmity ? 1 
Can ſhe apply with never-failing Art, 
The. healing Balſam to the. wounded Part? 
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Tis Impulſe governs, under'Reaſon's 


Correct thoſe Errours, which the Paſſions cauſe, 

And teach the Will to follow Wiſdom's Laws? 
Alas! Experience but too plainly ſhews | 
That Man can act againſt the Truths he knows: 


By Cuſtoms led, or by Allurements won. 
Diſcern that Evil, which he cannot ſhun. 


Whate'er we do, the Motive's m 


the ſame, 


Each eagerly ſome fav'rite End purſue | 


And diffrent Tempers fu! if rent Views. 


Is it for Fear of Wrong, or Love of Right, 


That Stateſmen labour, or that Warriors fight? - 


Teenrich his Country, does the Sailor brave 
The cruel Pirate, and the threat'ning Wave ? - 
In Search of Truth, unwearied Sages try, 


By certain Rules, to fix Uncertainty ? 


B 2 | No! 


mW #9 
No! tis Defire and Hope that drive them on: 
Thus greateſt Things for meaneſt Ends are done. 


Self. Love, howe'er diſguis'd, miſunderſtood, 
Howe' er miſplac'd, is ſtill the ſovreign Good: 
Virtue or Wiſdom but the vain Pretence, 
| Theſe may direct, but Paſſions influence. 

neee Man! 47 boaſts thou (EY 
: Will:. | | 
By Conſtiturion doom dito Good Lor Ill? 
What feeble Checks are all thoſe ſtudied Rules, ; 
Vnpractis d Leffons of the uſeleſs Schools? 
N canthy Art opposd ro Nature's Force 
Obſtruct her Morions,. or ſuſpend her Courſe? 
Go, change in Africa their ſable Hue, 
Or: make our Zxrope bring her [Negroes too; 
Roll back the Tides, forbid the Streams to flow, 
Nor let this Earth returning Seaſons know. 


Slave 


(5) 
Slave to thy ſelf, whilſt Lord of all beſide, 9 
Surmount thy Weakneſs, or renounce thy Pride. 


That ring F 5c. = ro the 
Whole, | 

To every Thing has fix'd 2 certain Goal: 5 
Thither all tend, and muſt their Circles run, „ 

For ſuch the Order When the Whole begun. } 
 Toditffrent Creatures, diff rent Ranks aſſign d. | 
Man claims the firſt. as of a nobler Kind; 

How juſt chat Claim. what Wiſdom muſt decide: 2: 

Reaſon is his alone, by which tis try d: 

Inferior Creatures flently ſubmit, . , 
; Tis his to talk, and therefore to have Wit. 

Thus haughty Greece deſpis'd 1 the World around, 

And barb'rous, all the. underſtood not, found. 
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MI 0 er the wide Creation, ſee how all 
Its ſeveral parts obey re Maker's Call: 
The Farth how fertile, and how rich the a 
In various Salts, for Nature's Chimiſtry'; 
How Air digeſts, what burning Suns exhale, 
And Dews, and Snows, and | Rains y Turns os. 
5 Val. 3 d 4 bots * 1-4 Fa 1 ries! 
Beaſts; Birds, and x Reptiles, ſee? em. all . 
. To act whate' er their ſew ral States r 
1 But wiler Man diſdains this meaner Part, 
Nature with him muſt ſtill give Way to Art; 
Vain of Conceit, he boaſts his fancy d Skil, 
And, arbitrary, rules the World at Will: 
Now fierce and cruel, then as mild and kind, 
Fach Action owing to each Turn f Mind 11 
One Day a Friend, the next as great a Foe, 
As Humour. Pique, Caprice, or Int reſts go ; 


a 


Wiſdom and Folly thus by Turns preſide, 
And Chance alone incline to either Side. 


Ask pea bold Freeman, or 2 ne Slave, 
What makes one abject, and the other brave? 
What gives to Fools their Faith, to Knaves their 
To Cynicks Sow'rneſs, and to Flatt'rers Smiles? 
This one great Truth muſt ſtand by all conteſt, 
Some. ruling Paſſion lurks ; in ev'ry- Breaſt; 

T hat Weakneſs by a ſpecious Name they alc 


| But tis that Weakneſs ſtill which governs all... 


| Wiſely the Springs. of f Aion we conceal, 
Thus Sordidneſs is Prudence, Fury, Zeal; „ 
Ambition makes the Publick Good her Care, 3 
And Hypocrites, the Mask of Saintſhip, 1 wear. 
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Inur 


Iaur -d to Falſhood, we ourſelves deceive, = 
Oft what we wiſh, we fancy, we believe; 

We call that Judgment which is _ mu” 
And as we act, we learn to argue il; and 
"Like'Bi gots, who their various Creeds defend 


”y making | Reaſon {till to REIT waned 


WS _ 7 


5 "Cuſtoms or Int reſts govern all Mankind, 8 
Some Biafs cleaves to the un guarded Mind; 
| Thro- this, as in a falfe or flatt ring Glaſs 
N Things ſeem to change their Natures as they paſs 
| Objects the ſame in diffrent Lights appear, 


And but the Colours which we give em wear. 


5 Errour and Fraud from this great Source ariſe, 
Alt Fools are modiſh, and all Knaves are viſe. 
Who does not boaſt ſome Merit of his own, 


Tho to himſelf perhaps tis only known? 


Each 


— 


Each ſuits Rewards to his own fav'rite Vice, 


Pride has its Crowns, and Luſt its Paradiſe: i 
| Bonze, Prieſt and Derviſe, all in this agree, 


That Heaven muſt be · Pomp or Luxury; 
Man, Slave to Senſe, no higher Bliſs can know, 
Still meaſures Things above by Things below, | 
Joys much the ſame, but differ in Degree, 

As Time enlarg d becomes Eternity. 

How vain is all that Science we purſue! 
Scorn'd by the Many, uſeleſs to the Few: . 
Since ſhort of Truth our utmoſt Labours end, 

Who knows but Ign'rance is our greateſt Friend ? 
The fruitleſs Pains but ſhew the Weakneſs more, | 
And we, like Miſers, midſt our Wealth are poor. 
Much hoarded Learning but like Lumber le, 
Or ends in Gueſs-work and Obſcurities acts 1 
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Wat tho” proud Grerre her ſeven Sages boaſt ? 


The Names alone remain, the Race is loſt: | 
Satyrs, and Centaurs too, might live of old. 


(For ſo we are in ancient Story. told)- 
But ſhon'd we doubt in this our-faithleſs Age: 


Who can produce: a Contr FR a Sage ? 
Such mighty Births were Nature's firft _— 
The luſty Offspring of. her. youthful Days; 3 
Our later Times can no ſuch Wonders new, 
But what were Giants: chen « are e now. 


— ” . oY . 16 


of all the panel Folties of Mankind; 


Seil to be ſbeking whar they ne er muſt nnd: 


Is. fure the greateſt, not umlike the Toil 

Of him who labours in à batren Soil, 
Beyond our State if our n 1. Wiſhes ud 0 
Means muſt be vain when we miſtake the End. 


Pride 


But fad . ſhews the Laws of Fate, 
And teaches us to know ourſelves too late. 


Errour is a Diſtemper of the Mind, 
Hard to be curd, becauſe tis hard to find; 
So mixt and blended with our very Frame, 52 
Ic lurks ſecure, and borrows Reaſon's Name. 
In diff*rent Perſons diff rent Ways it ſprings, - 
"Tis Factiouſneis in Subjects, Pride in Kings; 
Boundleſs alike, they in Extremes agree, 
Theſe in Oppreſſion, thoſe in Anarchy; 

Both aim at what twere Ruin to obtain. f 
A civil =. or a N N E 


The Wiſe muſt: into 8 W pry, 
The Weak believe they know not what nor hy? 8 
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(15) 


And we may equally deluded call, | 
Who doubt of nothing as who doubt of all.! 


2 


Profane or pious; Bigotry's the ſame, 


The Motives Terrour, Avarice, or Fame, 


Opinion is but Int'reſt in Diſguiſe, 
And mn ohio Strength of uti lies. 


* | | 
Some: wou'd be happy, kar nor Want nor Care. 


n Kill Goat more n than there are; 


And. dane. are * Abſurdities. 


Wrong Turns of Head are waer bene . 
Curſe, 


3 Improving W hs from bad to worſe. 


In ſome odd Light all Objects ſtill they view, 
Thus true with them is falſe, and falſe is true 


In 


In Trifles ſolemn, diligent and wile, | 
Important Things as Trifles they deſpiſe 7 

| Careſſing Enemies, their:Friends they ſhun, _ 
And doat on Knaves, by whom they are undone. 
Deaf to Advice; or taking Wrong: for Right, 
They boldly blunder on in Reaſon's Spite x - 
And>under: clearer Light's obſcure Pretence 
Are the Antipodes of common Senſe. 


Wou ee "oy lade a Wretch intent on Pelf 
Tho' he ſtarves others, not to ſtarve himſelf; 
Fo fence, at leaſt, his ſapleſs Trunk from Cold. 
Nor ſeem as fond of Tatters as of Gold- 
No! he's too cunning for your ſly Deſign, 
You'd have him like yourſelf; be poor and . 
But he in Spite of Envy richer grows, 

And ſcorns the Luxury of Meat and Cloaths-. 
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Ack the ambitions why he waſtes his Life 
In needleſs Struggles and uncertain Strife? 
Why not in Peace enjoy what Plenty. gives? 
So the obſcure, the weak, the lazy lives; | 
Exalted Spirits have a nobler Aim, 
And e no — but Toil and Fame. 


well! muſt. ir fuir a ſelfiſh hollow He, 

To act che honeſt Patriots gen rous Part; 

No Tool of Party, nor no Slave of State, _ 

No mean Dependant on the guilty Great: 

Boldly he pleads for Liberty and Laws, 

Content to periſh in his Country's Cauſe; 

When el a Ray divine of Favour any 

. Quite diff rent Topicks then become his . 
Old Friends old Notions are at once forgot, 

And Shame and L Wages are zh Hirolings Lot. 


48 . fo. The 


cn) 


The little Mind whoſe Joy in Mifchief lies, 
Hates all Mankind, but moſt the Good and Wiſe; 
Proud of his Shame, he boaſts his ſpiteful Skill, 
And places all his Worth in doing ill. 
But baſe· born Fear oft checks what Rage devis'd, 
And leaves him diſappointed and deſpis d. 


Endleſs the Task to point the various Ways, 
How each Wrong head its diff rent Gifts diſplays 4 

How. Poverty in Boaſts its Wants wou d hide, 
And Meanneſs ſhewy itſelf in awkward Pride; 
How Knaves are cunning at their own Expence, 
And Coxcombs fancy Forwardneſs is Senſe. 

Vain is th Attempt to be what Heav'n denies, 
As vain the Art that Weakneſs to diſguiſe. Fl 
Prudence alone: can teach the uſeful Skill, 
T'improve the Good and to correct the Ill. 


- Trae 


TO) 
True Wiſdom lies in Practice more than Rules, 
For what ate Maxims when apply 'd to Fools ? 

Ol Wit and Folly reaſon all you can. 
Who acts moſt wiſely win rileſt Man: 

1 

| Each Sans of Life has its entre View, 
Alike in each, there i is a falſe and true: 
This Point to fix is Reaſon's Uſe and End, 
On chis Succeſs all other muſt depend; 
But in this Point no Errour can can be ſmall, 
To deviate eber ſo little, ruins all. | 
The Mark. once miſs'd, however near you aim, 
Miſsd by an Inch or Furlong, tis the ſame: , 
Who ſets out wrong is more than half ks * 
Errour has many Ways, and Truth but one. 


* 


0 


| Wrong Eſtimates wrong Conduct muſt produce, 
why loſe the Bleſſing that miſtake its Uſe: 


er) 
Who value Wealth or Pow r but more or leſs 
As that can riot, or as this oppreſs; | 
What ſay they elſe but that they both are given 
To execute the Wrath of angry en | 


Fools ever vain, at ſome Diſtinction aim, 

And fancy Madneſs is the Way to Fame: 

No Matter how the deathleſs Name's acquir'd, 

By Countries ravag'd, or a. Temple fird: 

Alike tranſmitted down to lateſt Times, x 

A Trajan's Virtues, and a Nero's Crimes. 

Means are indiff'rent ſo the End's obtaind, 

| + Richard was guilty, but what then? he reign d. 

Wou' d you be Good and Great, the Hope i is vain, 

The Bus'neſs is not to deſerve but gain: 


* Eselratus, a very obſcure Man, ſet Fire to the Temple of Dians at Epbeſus, in Or. 


der to immortalizE his Name, and has ſucceeded in it, in Spite of all Endeavours to the 
ry. . i | | | 
I + Richard the Uſurper. RL | 


TR Fortune 


5 "x 18 * * 
Fortune is fekle, and but ſhott her Stay, 
He comes too late that m_ the fartheſt Way. 
15 this, Oh Grande ur! then thy envy'd State, 
To raiſe Mens Wonder and provoke their Hate? 
By Crimes procur d. and then in Fear enjoy d, 
By Mobbs applauded, and. by Mobbs deſtroy d. 
Say, whighty Cunning! which deferve the Prize, 
The Courtiers Promiſes ot Traders Lies d 
Some ſhort wd Profit; all the Paitts rewards. 
Of wake Bates, pt Wee Londs. 


nh alike, you-own, but-wiler ln. 

The Rrhve upon the Bench chan at che Bar: 

Where tes Se Di cence? only in Degree, 

And highen Rank is greater Infamy. 15 

| Poor | Rogues in.Chains but: dangle to the Wind. 

Whillt rich ones live the Terror of Mankind. 
Pomp. 
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Pomp, Pow'r and Riches, all mere Trifles are 
When purchas'd by the Loſs of Character: 
Chance may the Wiſe betray, the Brave defeat, 
But they corrett or are above their Fate. 
Credit once loſt can neyer be retriev d. 

How few will truſt the Man wha once decejv de 
Craft, like the Male, works only under Ground. 
Is loſt in Daylight, and deſtroy d when found. 


Notions miſtaken, Reas nings ill apply d. 
And Sophiſms that conclude on either Side; 
Alike th Unwary, and the Weak, miſlead, 
Who judge of Men and Things, as gach ſucceed. : 
| Did *Rivals fall by Borgigs vile Decei 
A + Machiave] will call a Borgia greats 


|  * The Vit end Ogi baſely betray'd and murder'd. by Oder f the Duke of Ye 
lentinois. | mn, 7 
1 


(20) 

The lucky Cheat proclaims the Villain viſe, 
And Fraud and Murther are but Policies. | 
The ſame Defpair which made good Cato die; 
To Cgſar gave his laſt great Vickory. 

Had Right decided, and not Fate, the Cauſe, 
Nome had prefervd her Cuto, and her Laws. 

Fortune ſets off the Bad; as rawdry Dreſs 
Shews but the more the Wearet's Homelineſs: 


So mad Calſguld's f vain Triumph tells. 


That all his Conqueſts are but Cock le Shells. 
True Merit ſhines in native Splendor bright. 
Whilſt falſe but glares awhile; and hurts the 
Sight: f 

As Midnight Vapours caſt a lian ring Blaze, 
And to the Darkneſs owe NY feeble Rays. 


*-The Battle of Munda 3 Pompey's Son. f 
+ Caligula drew up his Army in Battle Array on the Coaſt, and . order*d them to ga- 
ther Shells, for which great Exploit, he returned to Rome i in Triumph. See Suetonius. 
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The wiſe * Egyptians when their Monarch dyd, 
By Truth's ſure Standard all his Actions try'd. 
When no falſe Luſtre, Wealth,.or. Pow'r, appears 
To biaſs Judgment by its Hopes or Fears; 
Fhen conq ring Chiefs profuſe of Subjects Blood, 
And lazy Dotards, indolently good; 
That truſt their People to 4 Fav rite's Care, FE 
| Whoſe peaceful Rapines colt em more than War, 
By injur d Thouſands Wrongs are doom d to be 
Perpetual Marks of Scorn and Infamy. 


1 with Fools, _s Wit with Ka you 
*Tis ſocial Virtue ſhews the noble Mind. 
* 
See Diodorus Siculus in the Firſt Book. 
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Above 


Above low Wiſdom Cunning! s mean PretEnce, 
There i is no counterfeiting Excellence: 

The artful Head may act the honeſt Part, 
But alt true e riſes from the Heart | 


- 


Which ſerv'd his Waben beſt, let Story ſhew, 
"A guilty Clodius, or good Cicero? 
* Faults are in all; but here the Diff rence lies, 
Clodius had Vices, Tully Vanities. „ 
Who loves Mankind by ſocial Duty raughe, 
Will never think their Good too dearly n 
What tho he ſacrifice the vain Deſire 
Of ſome gay Bawbles, which the World admire? ; 
Deſpiſing Riches and abhorring Pow'r ; 
When blaſted with the Name of Plunderer: 
1 Still he may taſte Life's greateſt Good, Content. 
ll For who ſo happy as the Innocent? 


Do iy, - | 1 Tugurtha 
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Jingnreba*murder'd, bribd and fought bisWay, | 
From Subject Station to imperial Sway 135 


But inſecure midlit all his guilty Stare. 


The Man was wretched, tho the Monarch great; 


Like Cromwell. daring in the doubeful Fight, 
Bat. pale and trembling, in the Dead of Night. 


_ Palion & lawleſs, headſtrong Youth is mad, 
But Nature varies not in Good and Ban! 
Erom the ſame Cauſes ſame ies walt flow-* 
Truth is but hat it was an Age ago: 


Modes may be chang, but ac are — 


42 - £ 


Things, hs, 
They court not Fav'rf fites, nor will flatter Kings. 


„Ring of Numidis, Jumows'for his Wars with-e the 3 remarkable ſor bu hae an: 
his Crimes, 


+ Sall. Bell. Jugur. Negne poſt id locorum vrch d aut nor ulla quieta fut: Neque loco, 


Alio atque alis loco ſept contra decus re- 


neque mortali cuipiam aut tempori- ſatis creuere: 
gium nottu' requiefterse ——— 

Clarendon Hiſt. Rebeil. Of Cromwell he ſays, be was not eaſy of Acceſs, nor 0 much as 
ſeen abroad, and ſeem'd to be in ſome Diforder when his Eyes found any * in th: 


. Room, Sc, rarely lodg'd Two Nights i in one Chamber, Sc. 
Rom 
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N had her Ceſar, and our c ve. 
Alike: in Fortune, Pow r. and Infamy ; ;. 


; And ſhou d new ; Caſars and new Cromwells riſe, 
a They could bur at the ſame dull Tragedies: : 


Foes ro Mankind, themſelves, and Virtue's Rules, 


1 Whilſt living Heroes and when dead bur Fools. 


Fools, not to know the Glory they purſe, 


. To honeſt Bravery alone, is due: „ 
Not he who ſtretehes his unjuſt Command, 


And rudely triumphs over his ny? 
But he whoſe Valour faves a ſinking State, 


In e ere gen ſhall be en the Great. " 


. 


View well chis World, and own the dearbought 


Truth, 
That Happineſs is but the Dream of Youth: 


2 


. »ü — 
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State of Perfection, not for Man defi gn'd, 

Howe'er the fond Idea fills his Mind ; 

1I1ſelf an Evil, whilſt to Good it tends, 

But in a Round of Diſappointments ends. 

Man's State in Life's uncertain, mixt at beſt, 
Conduct ſome little does, but Fate the reſt: : 

| Fantaſtick Fate! to Merit ever blind, 

Whilſt laviſh to the worſt of all Mankind. 


Judge chen by outward Things, you're ſure to 
And inward lie remote, few look ſo far. 
Appearances {till guide, and till deceive, 
For giddy Crowds muſt wonder and believe: 


| Who ſees gay Codrus loll in gilt Machine, 
Grand his Attendance and ſelf pleasd his Mien: 


Can 


E 


(26). 

Can he imagine all theſe en hide 
A Wretch made up of Folly, Guilt and Pride? 
Greedy to get, as he's profuſe to ſpend, 

. Stiff when attended, ſervile to attend; 

Good but by Accident, by Habit bad, 

In Reas ning ſpecious, and in aQing n mad. 


0 | 6 85 5 
Princes we blame for Benefits miſplac'd, 


Some ill Man rais'd, perhaps ſome good ifarac d: 
Cruel their Lot! whom Numbers join to blind, 
How hard midſt Labyrinths the Way to find! 

| But Fortunes Sons we ſee, without Surprize, 

A | Thrive by Miſmanagements, by Blunders riſe: / 

F Events like Atoms jumbling in a Dance, 
Create theſe Wonders like a World ys Chance. 


— 


 SearchTi me's Records compare ehe hay; 1 
Set diſtant Ages in one Point of View; | 
— q 0 a . 
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Still the ſame Proſpects, under diff rent Dates, 
All dark Decrees of over-ruling Fates : 
Madneſs ſucceeds, where cautious Wiſdom fails, 
And Story's ſelf more' ſtrange than Fairy's Tales: : 
Reaſon but ſeeks the hidden Clue i in vain, Vis 
Loſt and men " th entangled N | 


Where then the Wonder if — Times 
Still vary only in the Kinds of Crimes 
Ages of Iron, Silver, Gold or Lead, | 
What are they but the Emblems of the Dead? | 
The ſame low Ends by diff rent Means obtain d 
As Fury, Avarice or Folly reign d. 


15 


In vain grave Moraliſts with f. pecious Skill, 
Nicely diſtinguiſh Actions good and ill. 
The World is led by much more eaſy Rules, 
| Succeſs determines who are Wiſe or Fools. 


„ - Cauſes 
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Cauſes lie hid, but their Effects appear, - 
Few Men can judge. bur all can ſee and hear, 


he Each FP muſt truckle to the reigning Modes 
And worſhip Devils when the? ve made them Gods; 
Call Rapine Induſtry, Diſtraction Senſe, 
And ſtupid Squandering Magnificence: : 
No Folly. Crime or Whim too wild to be 
Admir'd, when dreſt in 3 . 


See the ſame Notions variouſly- receiv d. 

Legends, Impoſtures, every Thing believ'd; 
See Prieſts and Tyrants full Obedience find, 
And facred Gibberiſh enſlave Mankind. 
View next, with Wonder, an Extreme as odd, 
Wubo knelt to Carvd-work, now denies a God. 
\_ Wrerches from Chains and Bondage juſt ſet free, 

; ieee know no Rounds of Liberty. 188 

ä Sn Wicked 
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(29) 
Wicked or pious, in a frantick Way, | 
Mad, they re a n, pray. 


By Chance we live and. a2, now ” right. now 
wrong. ; CH e, 

Both in Exceks as therefore ality Bas 3 

Virtues too rigid ſoften by Degrees, 

Refine themſelves at-firft to Policies; 

When ance deelining,: ſwiftly downwards lead. 

And then in Guilt and Proftitutions end. 

Follies tho oppolite, yet ſtill combine 

And jointly carry on Heav'ns great Deſign. 

Changes of Manners Change of Empire cauſe, 

States fink by. Licence as they roſe by Laws. | 

Thus human Things their ſtated Circles run, 

Who flouriſh one Age are the next undone. 
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Secure, 


Virtue alone, unchangeable and wiſe, : 
above the Reach of Fortune lies: 


Tho doom' d to Meanneſs, Poverty or Scorn;- 


Whilſt Fools and Tyrants are to Empire born: 
Bleſt in an humble, but a peaceful State, Me br | 
She feels no Envy, and ſhe fears no Hate : PHT - | 
With Stoick Calmneſs views Life's empty Round, 

Where Good i is ſparing ſown, but Ills abound. * 
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